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THE MESSENGER

MAY 2026

Dublin Community Church—United Church of Christ

A Generation

Back in 2010, shortly after becoming an authorized
licensed minister in the United Church of Christ, | had the
privilege of performing my first baptism. The infant |
baptized all those years ago is now an active teen at DCC,
and | have since had the privilege of participating in his
confirmation.

| decided at the time of my licensure back in 2010
that | would keep a record of every baptism, wedding, and funeral in which | took
part. Some of those occasions were co-officiated by our former Senior Minister,
Rev Bob Tussing, and some along with our current Associate Minister, Rev Becky
Sunday. But for most of the weddings, and many of the funerals, in particular, |
was on my own. And so, | kept a record of dates and names.

| am not going to bore you with “numbers,” although, as you can guess, |
have many, many pages of dates and names as | have been serving DCC for 16
years, and | was a “Pastoral Intern” two years prior to that. What means much
more to me than the “numbers,” however, are the names and faces and stories
and memories connected with all the occasions in which | took part. To say that
itis an honor to have been invited into some of the most sacred momentsin a
congregant’s life is truly an understatement. Words cannot express how much |
treasure having had that privilege.

| was sharing recently with a ministry colleague that because | have been
serving DCC close to two decades, | have had the distinct honor of watching
young people literally grow up in the church. This summer | will officiate the
wedding of a young woman who grew up at DCC and who went through Youth
Group with my own children. As | was sharing all this with my colleague, she
said, “You have served here for an entire generation.” Indeed, | had not thought
of itin those terms, but itis true. | have had the privilege of watching an entire
generation come of age. And in the midst of it all, in addition to blessing
marriages and celebrating births, | have had the honor of sitting at bedsides and
walking with families as they said goodbye to precious loved ones, or moved
through other significant transitions in their lives. It has been an intimate and
up-close view of the circle of life, and it has been one of the greatest honors of
my life.

Thank you for the privilege of being invited into so many of your sacred
moments. | will carry those moments in my heart, forever.

God, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations. Psalm 90:1

-Shalom, Rev. Lisa Bowersock




SO G ok
CREATIVITY CIRCLE
Creativity Circle is a group of
women who gathertwice a
month for the sole purpose of
creating knit, crochet, and
machine sewn items that are in
turn donated to a variety of
charities in the Columbus area.
Knit and/or crochet blankets are
donated to the Van Buren

homeless center and/or the YWCA Family Center.

Fleece blankets are hemmed and given to Star
House, and a variety of baby items (blankets,
hats, bibs, burp cloths) are taken to Gifts for
Angels (a charity that provides baby items to
mothers with little or no means) Both groups
meet in the parlor on the second Sunday of the
month from 11:30 a.m. —1:30 p.m. and the last
Wednesday of the month from 1-3 p.m. For more
information, please contact Cindy Bitter at
cbitter77@yahoo.com

SECOND MILE:

Strengthen the Church -
Funds are used to grow the UCC.
This includes new churches and
ministries. The Strengthen the
Church (STC) Offering reflects the
shared commitment of people
across the United Church of Christ
to cooperatively build up the UCC.
Conferences and the national setting
equally share the gifts given by mem-
bers and friends through their local
congregations. The funds raised sup-
port leadership development, new churches, youth min-
istry, and innovation in existing congregations.

PRAYER CHAIN

Our Prayer Chain offers comfort
and support in a thoughtful, con-
{fidential, manner. If you know of
someone's need for prayers or
you would like to be added to the
group that prays for those who
need support, contact our Prayer
Chain through Karen Harget
(karenharget@yahoo.com or 614-891-8303).

RUMMAGE TRIVIA?

Do you know when the first Dublin Community Church
sale was? (Presumably, it was a rummage-type sale.)

Susie Feasel recently showed me a paper that had our
church history on it from 1811 to 2007. Low and be-
hold! Our first church sale was in 1929. Suppose it
had anything to do with the Great Depression? Interest-
ingly, the same history shows the excavation for the
church basement under the 1877 sanctuary (now our
Washington Gladden Chapel) began in 1930. As the
story goes, the men of the church hand-dug the base-
ment!

Bet those early-church members would be awed to see
the operations of our current rummage sales. Thanks to
all of you who contribute to the ongoing rummage sale
successes.

Our DCC-UCC Staff is Here for You

Lisa Bowersock, Senior Minister:

Becky Sunday, Associate Minister:

Erin Miller, C.E. Director:

Nancy Luikart, Music Director:

Laura Zuber, Church Office Administrator:

Gregg Dudash, Youth Leader:
Michael Koss, Organist/Accompanist:
Barb Anderson, Interfaith Qutreach Facilitator:

lisaabowersock@gmail.com
revbeckysunday@gmail.com
erinmiller7210@gmail.com
nluikart@icloud.com
dublinuccoffice@gmail.com
dcenpyg@yahoo.com
michaelpkossphd@gmail.com
andersonfamily2214@gmail.com




BECKY’'S MESSAGE

BREATH OF THE SPIRIT

In the coming weeks we will have two important celebrations marking the move-
ment of the Holy Spirit in the life of Dublin Community Church. Perhaps the most
obvious is the celebration of Pentecost. Marking fifty days after Easter, this year
Pentecost falls on May 24. The story of Pentecost in Acts tells of the fulfillment of
Jesus’ promise that God would send the Holy Spirit to dwell with the people and to
sustain them in their faith. The story tells how the Spirit came “like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house” (Acts 2:2, NRSV). The Greek word for “Spirit” (pneuma) can also be translated as
“breath” or “wind.” Likewise, the Hebrew word (ruach) has a similar meaning. On that first Pentecost,
the Spirit brought with it not just the comfort of the presence of God, but it literally “breathed” new life
into the disciples and brought about the beginning of the Christian Church as the message of Jesus be-
gan to spread.

The other celebration of the Holy Spirit in our midst will come one week before Pentecost as we
celebrate our six confirmands on May 17. In Confirmation, we celebrate the gifts of the Spirit in our
young people and recognize the ways God is moving in their lives, shaping them and all of us. As our
youth become “adult” members of the church, Confirmation is a recognition of how the Holy Spirit is
breathing new life into our midst. The confirmands’ service project this year for Stitched Together,
benefitting local kids in the foster care system shows how God is inspiring our youth to bring new ideas
for us to expand the impact of our ministries.

There are lots of other ways | see the Holy Spirit breathing and moving in our midst. Have you seen the
Gladden Chapel lately? It's amazing how the generosity of donors, the expert skills of specialized
craftsmen, and some paint have breathed new life into our historic sacred space. | see the Holy Spirit
moving in the development of our newly discerned core values. The Spirit is moving in Rev. Lisa’s life as
she comes closer to retirement, preparing her for the next great chapter in a life of faithful discipleship.
And | trust that the Spirit is working in the pastoral transition process as our Associate Minister Search
Committee continues its diligent work. God’s Spirit is moving, and we are called to move with it,
carefully discerning the ebbs and flows, rises and falls of God’s breath and to do our best to match
God’s rhythm of life.

On the afternoon of Sunday, April 19, my eldest sibling, Beth, was installed as Pastor at First UCC
Congregational in Marblehead, Ohio. During the installation service, my siblings and | sang two pieces
we had grown up singing together, both of them part of the Medical Mission Sisters’ album Joy /s Like
the Rain. One of them, titled “Spirit of God” has a chorus that is a prayer imploring God’s Spirit to
“blow, blow, blow ‘til | be but breath of the Spirit blowing in me.” The sentiment is that if we allow God’s
Spirit to breathe within us, we become more and more attuned to God’s life, and our own life begins to
move to God’s rhythms. The Spiritis alive here at DCC in so many ways. May we all continue to listen
and discern God’s movement among us and within us, so that the breath of the Spirit may continually
bring newness and fullness of life.

Peace and blessings,

Rev. Becky




IT'S EASY BEING GREEN AT DCC

O rred

From Rummage Comes Green

Dublin Community Church had not held a rummage sale in many years when in 2006 Lisa Bowersock, a then-member of the Mission
Committee, suggested holding a sale. Proceeds would go to help boost our yearly Qur Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) donations. This sale
would provide a place where people could donate their items when cleaning out their closets, provide a service to the community, and keep reusable
items out of the landfill. Money would go directly to OCWM and it would strengthen the sense of community among the members. Church council
approved and in the fall of 2006 DCC-UCC held its first rummage sale. It made $5,000.00. Lisa chaired this position until 2009 when Judy Martin
took over.

Judy ran the rummage sale from 2009 until 2013. During her time she made the recommendation that a secand (spring) rummage sale be
held and all proceeds would go to youth group missions. This is when it became a bi-annual event. Janis Shannon and the lale Annatte Swanberg
co-ran it in 2014.

In 2015 Donna Bond asked Betsy Smith to co-run the rummage sales. During their 8 years of dedication, they increased the revenue and
arganized it like a finely- tuned classroom because both were former educators. Betsy taught Kindergarten and Danna was a speech teacher. Due
te the Pandemic there was no rummage sale in fall 2020 and spring 2021. In the fall of 2021 the rummage sale returned. They worked side by side
until Donna passed away of cancer in December 2022 In the spring of 2023 Belsy knew she would need help and Kathy Blair stepped up to
organize volunteer coordination.

In fall 2024 Green Team was added 1o rummage week to enhance the already "green evenl” The Re-Direcl boxes were added Lo each
department so unsaleable items could be placed there so Rebecca Shorter could decide if the unwanted items could be fixed and donated or
recycled instead of automatically senl 1o the landfill. Composting and recycling stations were placed in the kitchen for lunch clean-up. With the
increased focus on recycling, the recycling bin became full quicker so Ken Bitter offered 1o drive excess recycling to the SWACO bins at Carriage
Plzce to save money on an additional recycling pick up at the church. After the Salurday sale Alice Wissman oversaw the breaking down of the
boxes and hauling away the remaining recycling. In 2025 Green Team continued to divert "trash” to compost, Rumpke recycling, Hefty recyeling, and
donations to reduce the church's need for landfill space. In 2026 Morgan Fitzgerald joined the Green Team mission and will help with Re-Direct
boxes, composting, and recycling during the rummage week while Alice Wissman will help with composting and reaycling on the weekends.

Rebecca Shorter will be in Charlotte, North Carolina attending a textile recycling convention. g
Today is Earth Day all over our amazing planet we call home. )
For the past 20 years Dublin Community Church-United Church of Christ "
-

has been preparing for its greenest bi-annual event, Rummage Week,

Qur members have been diverting usable itams from the landfill w !
hile raising funds to help others and in the meantime strengthening our feliowship. . =
"We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children." &4 s

- Native American Proverb

The very first set of rummage volunteers in the fall of 2006




Finance Committee Report
Dublin Community Church Financial Summary — through March 2026

Summary: Net cash flow is favorable for March and Year-To-Date. March favorability is driven by Revenue (not pledged
donations), which more than offset unfavorability in Operating Expense. There was no new activity on Capital Project

expenses in March.

For the Month

* Contributions of $30,882 were unfavorable to plan by $3,736 (89% of Plan).
* Total Operating Revenue of $56,296 was favorable to plan by $15,012 (136% of Plan).

* Total Operating Expense of $57,335 was unfavorable to plan by $5,606 (111% of Plan).
* Net cash flow for the month was favorable to plan by $9,385.

Year-to-date (General Fund)
* Contributions of $117,364 were favorable to plan by S13,510 (113% of Plan) due to the recognition of pre-paid
pledges in January.

* Total Operating Revenue of $261,380 was favorable to plan by $106,199 (168% of Plan).

* Total Operating Expense of $148,738 was favorable to plan by 56,448 (96% of Plan).

* Net cash flow yecar-to-date was favorable to plan by $112,644,

155,181 § 106,199
|

Through March 2026
General Fund Budget Month Year-to-Date FY Budget Footnote
Actual Plan Var.to Plan’| % of Plan Actual Plan Var. to Plan|| % of Plan Annual " % of Budget
Budget

Contributions -Pledged  fs osms 3aeis|s (3736 em [s 117364[s 103854 (3 13s10  uk S 41544 20 !
Contributions -Pledged Prior Ye. | il BNt 1 o SN R T 1 B $ x

§  24061|$ 5833 |$ 18208 | 412% |$ 98543 |$ 17,499 § 81044  S63%  |$ 70000  141% L2
Contributions - Visitors and Loose Offrg [$ 1,353 | § 833 |$ s0| 1e%  |$ 24023 2409 |3 97) 9% |s 10000  2a%
Sub-total Revenue - Contributions § 56296 $ 41,284 $ 15012  136% |6 218309 $ 123852 $ 94,457  176% |$ 495414 4%
Other Revenue § 104223 10443 |$ (1)) 100% |$ a3071|% 31329 % 11,742 137% [$ 125300 3%
Total Operating Revenue $ 66718 $ 51,727 § 14991  129% |§ 261380 $ 168% |$ 620714 4%

Net Cash Flow from
Operations

|
Current

Actual

Current Plan I Var. to Plan

% of Plan"|[ YTD Actual

YIDPlan | Var. to Plan

% of Plan

Annual
Budget

% Expended

Total Operating Revenue $ 66,718 $ 51,727 | $ 14,991 | 129% $ 261,380 15 155,181 |§ 106,199 168% $ 620,714 42%
Total Operating Expense $ 57,335 | § 51,729 § (5,606) | 111% $ 148,738 1$ 155,186 | § 6,448 96% $ 620,714 24%
Net Cash Flow fav. / {unfav.) $ 9,383 § (2) % 9,385 $ 112642 % (2) § 112644 $

Capital Fund Budget

Actual

Plan

Month
Var. to Plan

% of Plan Actual

$ 84833 %

Year-to-Date
Plan Var. to Plan

84,714 |5 (119)

% of Plan

100%

$

FY Budget
Annual | % of Budget
Budget

233,423

36%

Footnote

Plan Var. to Plan | % of Plan Actual Plan Var.toPlan | % of Plan Annual % Expended
Budget

Buildings and Grounds Project List

[subtotal - B&G Project List $ - 13 - 13 | 2 § 14,263 |5 17,500 |3 3,237 ] 82% T 181,710 6%

Capital Pro!ect List - Other 25 2k
iﬁmﬂ‘ EOther projects $ Bk B G [T S $ 5745 5745 -] _100% |3 sL73] 1%

|Total Capital Projects s EE] - |5 - ry S 19,977 |5 2=3,?14 3 3J2='7 T m S : i

[Net Capital Cash Flow s B B = [ 48565 615003 3356 B = 11 ]

Misc. Notes & Calculations

1 Recognition of $29,600 in pre-paid pledges in January actuals instead of spread across all 12 months.

2 One-time donations

Respectfully submitted by the DCC Finance Committee: Randy Luikart (Chair), Terry Moore and Mark Miller



March with DCC a

Dublin Community Church is
honored to join the Stonewall
Columbus Pride March for our
third consecutive year, marching
as an Open and Affirming
congregation. This year’s Pride
theme, “Until We’re All Free,” isa 7= - . Ak
powerful call to stand together in the ongoing work OfJUStICG dignity, and belongmg
for all people.

As we walk, DCC will share our own message, “A Rainbow of Hope in an Uncertain
World.” In a time when many are seeking reassurance and connection, our presence
offers a visible reminder that faith communities can be places of compassion,
welcome, and inclusion.

When we march, we affirm that God’s love is expansive and that all are truly
welcome. Our presence in the march is a meaningful way to live out our values and
extend that message beyond our walls into the wider community.

March Details

Date: Saturday, June 20

Step-off Time: 10:30 AM

Who Can Participate: All are welcome!

Sign up by adding your name to the sign-up sheet in the
Narthex or by using the QR code here! Volunteers are also
needed to help sew elements of the decorations for our parade vehicle.

Whether you’ve marched before or are joining for the first time, your presence
matters. Together, we can share a message of hope and love throughout the streets
of Columbus. Join us as we celebrate a community where everyone belongs and
ery voice is valued.

For more information, please reach out to our Pride Ambassadors:
« Saoirse George — saoirsetgeorge@gmail.com
g Kate DeDobbelaere — katededobb@gmail.com



Now That the 2026 Spring Rummage Sale Is Over...

...the Fall Rummage Sale is not that far off! Please mark your calendars for Saturday, October 3
(with Prep Week beginning on Sat. Sept. 26™).

Many thanks to the dozens and dozens of volunteers, donors, and shoppers who made this past
sale so successful. (Some of you may receive your DCC newsletter even before the sale, but we an-
ticipate blockbuster results!) Hours of planning, preparing, and selling go into our sales that always
benefit our UCC and our DCC mission ministries, including our own youth ministries. It takes com-
bined efforts to pull off large-scale sales twice a year.

The sale total is not in yet. All outstanding “bills” need to be paid immediately so we can deter-
mine the financial net. Please contact Betsy Smith ASAP.
*Hope those of you who volunteered have realized how much fun we have, despite the hard work.

Never volunteered? Vow to do so this fall!

Confirmation Class Service Project

Each year the Confirmation Class chooses a service project that benefits a charity or group that they
deem waorthy of helping. This year’s Confirmation Class has selected to help a Non-Profit organization
called Stitched Together.

Stitched Together is an organization that helps young people who have been placed in the Foster Care
system. Many times, these children are forced to leave their homes with very little clothing, toiletries
and belongings that are theirs. Additionally, these young people must carry their items in trash bags.

Stitched Together creates Hope Cases for three different age specific youth. They are for Preemie/
Baby (newborn to 24 months, Kid (ages 2T to 12 years old) and Teen (ages 13-18 years old). There are
different items that make up each of these age specific Hope Cases.

Once the Confirmands heard the story of youth close to their age that have had to enter Foster Care,
they decided they wanted to help create Hope Cases that Stitched Together can provide for young
people entering the Foster Care system. The Confirmation Class is graciously asking for the congrega-
tions to help in creating as many Hope Cases that they can for this worthy cause.

The Confirmation Class Service Project will begin on Sunday, May 10 with their kickoff announcement
and will end Sunday, June 7. There will be a list of items that can be donated to this cause on the table
in the Narthex. There will be a box in the Narthex that donations can be placed in. If you would rather
provide a monetary donation, there will be a jar on the table in the Narthex. If wanting to pay via check,
please make that out to Dublin Community Church United Church of Christ with Confirmation Service
Project in the Memo line.

Once their collection period ends, the donated items will be used to create Hope Cases. Any monetary
donations will be used to purchase any items needed or directly donat-
ed Stitched Together.

The Confirmation Class thanks you for any help you can give, and they
appreciate the generosity of this congregation.




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
R : 1 2
Choir Practice is at 7pm on Sundays in the Sanctuary.
Handbell Practices are on preschedule scheduled RUMMAGE SALE
Sundays at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 9AM—2PM
8AM EARLY
Indian Dancers—GW Room Tues. 5:30—9:30 PM ENTRY FOR $10
BSA: Wednesday evenings—GW Room
y 8 Rev. Becky Vacation thru 5/13/26
{
3 4 5 6 7 8| 9
SEEKERS 8:30 AM PRAYER SMMF—8:30 AM
ELECTIONDAY | MORE 6:15AM | BREAKFAST AT |
10:00 WORSHIP | - GRIEF GROUP 7PM PRINCE OF | EXCELLENCE12-3PM | MEREDITH WOLFE
MUSIC
PEACE RECITALS 9-NOON
APPRECIATION RED CROSS
SURDAY DCCF ZOOM— CHURCH Niise piin SANCTUARY
7PM
CONFIRMATION DSB-7 GW
2:30—4:45
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
. 10 AM
SEEKERS 8:30 AM MORE 6:15 AM CONFIRMATION
EGA 10AM PRACTICE
WORSHIP 10AM 9-3 KIWANIS BD.
CREATIVITY CIRCLE *CUB SCOUT PIFC—0
11:15 PM | RECRUITMENT—GW COSTELLO PIANO
17 18 19 20 21 22 - 23
SEEKERS 8:30 AM MORE 6:15 AM SMMF—8:30 AM
RED CROSS
CONFIRMATION CHURCH 11:30—5:15 FRANK
SUNDAY
COUNCIL 7PM MEMORIAL
WORSHIP 10 AM
_ *CUB SCOUT DsB-7GwW|  CHERSYORO 12 NOON
3pM cosTELLD | RECRUITMENT—GW MESSENGER ! - CHAPEL
RECITAL—SANCT. ARTICLES DUE
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
MORE 6:15 AM
SEEKERS 8:30 AM
WORSHIP 10 AM MEMORIAL DAY |
OFFICE CLOSED CREATIVITY |
CIRCLE
1-3PM
AA Meetings STAFF
Mon-Sat, 7 AM (KN) WEEKLY
Mon. Step Class, 6 :30 PM (KN) WORSHIP
Tues, 10AM; 1 PM (KN) PLANNING
Wed., 7:15 AM (GWW) Women only @11AM —
Thurs, 1 PM (KN) TUESDSAYS

Fri., 6:30 PM (KN)
Fri., 7:30 PM (GW)




10

11

12
13
14

15

Addie Dicus
Ella Crawford
Robin Campbell

Lauren Klinefelter
Neil Butler
Connor Grooms
Alison Russell
Ben Vance

Dave Norfleet
Alex Rose
Barbara Anderson
Andrew Daniels
Deb Butler

Gail Cook

Todd Ruck
Kathryn Hoyt
Eric Loustaunau
Cathie Cobe
Dave Hoover
Andy Ottney
Brian Weeks
Logan Feasel
Carter Davis
Barbara Headlee
Mark Minor

Amy Hurley
Lauren Killoran

16

18

21

23

24

25

26
28
29

30

31

Peyton Shaffer
Missy Hirschfeld
Matthew Kuck
Julianne Hodge
Amy Nagel
Sandy Corica
Gabriel Green
Terri Karrer
Mark Miller
Emilia Molzahn
Patrick Charlesworth
Michael Kranz

Reid Mallott

Tyler Probst

Julie Schofield

Chris Spring

Justin Dumond

Lori Bass

Thomas Bowersock
Bob Nedorost

Liam Price

Nancy St. Clair

Abby Karrer

lzzy Karrer

David Kerr

Zoe Lefferts

Henry Montgomery
Julie Gibson

Grace Kinnamon

MAY BIRTHDAYS

\ g
_, i

Why not recognize that special person
or couple with a gift to honor their
legacy? A gift to Dublin Community
Church Foundation (DCCF) to
celebrate a special birthday or
congratulate friends or parents on
their anniversary is the perfect way to
give a gift that will keep on giving!
Simply write a check payable to the
DCCF, add “celebration gift” in the
memo line, and drop itin the
collection plate.

MINISTERS/CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS: g

Rev. Bowersock’'s normal ¢
day off is Thursday.

Rev. Sunday’s normal
day off is Monday.
Church Office Hours:
9a.m.-4 p.m. Monday -
Thursday.

9a.m. -3 p.m. Friday.

Laura’s days off are Saturday and Sunday.

Recognizing 2026 Graduates

If you or someone you know is graduating from high school

or college, please contact the church

office: dublinuccoffice@gmail.com or 614-889-1026. We
would love to recognize them in the June 7th service and in

the newsletter. Please send LauraiZuber the following infor-

mation: name, institution they are graduating from, their

next steps on their journey (college, job, etc.) We would also
appreciate a photo that we could include. Please submit to
the office by May 20th to be included.

Want to receive DCC
information?

Send your request to:
dublinuccoffice@gmail.com

You will receive The Messenger and
important DCC announcements.
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“We are proudly and officially an Open and

VBS 2026 REGISTRATION IS HERE! Scan the QR code or follow the link to register your
children/grandchildren or to sign up as a VBS volunteer.
https://givebutter.com/vbs-dublin-community-church-2026-Imkgju

VBS Registration

UNTRIP 2026 REGISTRATION —
Tuesday, June 9t - Friday, June 12th

Does your 6-9th grade youth have a helping heart and want to get
involved with others to support their community? We have the
perfect summer event for them. Join us for our annual UnTrip where
we help local non-profits in our community by showing them God's
love through the work of our hands and feet.

Scan the QR Code to the right to register.




