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THE MESSENGER

JANUARY 2026

Dublin Community Church—United Church of Christ

Coming Full Circle

At the beginning of each new year, | often get very
reflective, not just about the past year, but about all the
years of my life. It seems that reflecting back is likely
something that we all do more and more frequently as we
age. We look at where we have been in our lives and the L7
major events that have shaped us and made us who we are today. | am feellng
particularly reflective this year, however, as | prepare for my retirement next
summer.

| have talked many times about how meaningful and transformational
my experiences at church camp were for me growing up. Our two UCC church
camps, Pilgrim Hills and Templed Hills, were such sacred and treasured plac-
es for three generations of my family. And so, it was extremely sad when first
Pilgrim Hills, and then Templed Hills, were each sold due to financial con-
straints within the Heartland Conference. Saying “good-bye” to the camps has
been very emotional. Something remarkable has happened recently, however,
that has rekindled those sacred connections.

Back when | was a teen going to church camp in the 1970s, | met and
became very good friends with a girl from Canal Winchester. We kept in touch
for several years after that summer at camp, eventually losing touch. Fast for-
ward several decades, then, and a couple of years ago | became aware, quite
by accident, at a Heartland Conference event, that the young woman who is
currently the Executive Administrator for the Heartland Conference, Becca, is
the daughter of my camp friend from all those years ago! And now | have the
pleasure and opportunity to work closely with Becca in my new role as Vice
Moderator of the Heartland Conference.

It has made my heart so happy to rekindle the sacred camp connection
from all those years ago. In fact, most recently | was on a search committee
with Becca as we interviewed candidates for a new position being created for
the Heartland Conference, and that person will oversee Outdoor Ministries. It
felt like such a full circle moment for me, and it has been a tremendous gift!

As we look to a brand-new year, wishing all of you sacred connections
and full circle moments. Many blessings for the new year and always!

-Shalom, Rev. Lisa Bowersock




CREATIVITY CIRCLE

Creativity Circle is a group of
women who gather twice a
month for the sole purpose of
creating knit, crochet, and
machine sewn items that are in
turn donated to a variety of
charities in the Columbus area.
Knit and/or crochet blankets are
donated to the Van Buren

homeless center and/or the YWCA Family Center.

Fleece blankets are hemmed and given to Star
House, and a variety of baby items (blankets,
hats, bibs, burp cloths) are taken to Gifts for
Angels (a charity that provides baby items to
mothers with little or no means) Both groups
meet in the parlor on the second Sunday of the
month from 11:30 a.m. —1:30 p.m. and the last
Wednesday of the month from 1-3 p.m. For more
information, please contact Cindy Bitter at
cbitter77@yahoo.com

PRAYER CHAIN

Our Prayer Chain offers com-
fort and supportin a thought-
ful, confidential, manner. If you
know of someone's need for
prayers, contact our Prayer
Chain through Karen Harget
(karenharget@yahoo.com or
614-891-8303).

COMMITTEE NOTES

SECOND MILE:
Dublin Food Pantry

The Dublin Food Pantry provides
food to assist Dublin Residents in
need. They also link clients to much
needed resources in the community
to have many of their other basic
needs met.

Their new location is at 6608 Dublin
Center Drive, Dublin, OH 43017.

Thank you all for your prayers, cards, texts and
thoughts since | have been in the hospital. This
has been an unexpected journey for my family
and me. Knowing | have your prayers means
more than you know. Merry Christmas to all of
you.

Jom Muwany-Welfe T%
-

Our DCC-UCC Staff is Here for You

Lisa Bowersock, Senior Minister:

Becky Sunday, Associate Minister:

Erin Miller, C.E. Director:

Nancy Luikart, Music Director:

Laura Zuber, Church Office Administrator:

Gregg Dudash, Youth Leader:
Michael Koss, Organist/Accompanist:
Barb Anderson, Interfaith Outreach Facilitator:

lisaabowersock@gmail.com
revbeckysunday@gmail.com
erinmiller7210@gmail.com
nluikart@icloud.com
dublinuccoffice@gmail.com
dccnpyg@yahoo.com
michaelpkossphd@gmail.com
andersonfamily2214@gmail.com
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BECKY’'S MESSAGE

BASKING IN THE LIGHT

“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.” Matthew 2:10 (NIV)

As we turn our calendars to the New Year, we find ourselves still in the midst of the
liturgical season of Christmas. Officially, the twelve days of the Christmas season % /
begin after our Christmas Eve celebrations and end each year with Epiphany on January 6 As W|th this
year, Epiphany often falls in the middle of the week, so it sometimes gets overlooked. Epiphany is
supposed to be when we remember the magi coming to visit the infant Jesus, presenting him with the
precious gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But most years, by January 6 we have already heard the
story of the magi several times over. By Epiphany, the kids are back in school, and we have moved on.
Our Christmas gifts are long since gone from under the tree, and many of our nativity scenes are
packed away safely for another year.

But Christmas isn’t finished yet. The light of Christ’s star is still shining brightly. Scholars agree that the
magi of our biblical narrative still followed the light of the star long after the birth of the Messiah. At their
best guess, Matthew’s gospel points to the arrival of the magi around two years after Luke’s story of the
angels’ announcement of the holy birth, inspiring the shepherds of Bethlehem to go and find the
newborn in the manger. Month after month, the sages remained in the light of the star, looking foritto
guide them closer to Christ each day.

Long after we have sung the last carol and packed away the decorations, the light of Christ still shines.
How will you let that light shine forth in your life? How will you let it guide you in the coming year? If you
follow with the faith and curiosity of the magi, where might it lead you?

For several years now, we have invited the people of Dublin Community Church to embrace the tradi-
tion of receiving a “Star Word.” A Star Word is a word given as a point of spiritual focus—something to
pray over, to meditate on, to wonder about, to inspire and guide us. They are simple words like “hope,”
“compassion,” “awareness,” or “gratitude.” You might choose to let your word help guide you for a
week, for a season, or for the year. Just as the magi of old followed the star that led to the Christ-child,
we also might let these stars guide us on our spiritual journeys.

Star Words will be available in the narthex after worship as we celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, January 4
and in the church office throughout the rest of the month. As you travel with your word, | invite you to be
open to where it might lead you. | pray your star will serve as a reminder of Christ’s presence with you
as you journey through the year. May you bask in the light of Christ, and may that Christ-light be a
source of hope, courage, inspiration, and joy!

Peace and blessings,

Rev. Becky

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.DCCUCC.COM




FREE Movie & Pizza

Optional discussion to follow

Please bring:
Blankets, pillows, bag chairs, etc.
Your own fillable water bottle
PJ's are welcome!

Dublin Community Church | 81 W. Bridge St., Dublin, OH
www.dublincommunitychurch.org
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FINANCE REPORT

Finance Committee Report
Dublin Community Church Financial Summary — through November 2025

Financial Update: With 92% of the year behind us, year to date Revenue is modestly below Plan at 98% of annual budget
while Expenses are on track at 100% of annual budget, respectively. Thank you for your generosity and ongoing support of the
Dublin Community Church!

For the Month
* Contributions of S48 190 were favorable to plan by 57 834 (119% of Plan).
* Total Operating Revenue of $39,935 was faverable to plan by $9,043 (118% of Plan).
*  Total Operating Expense of 351,130 was flat fo plan with a variance of $257 (100% of Plan).
*  Net cash flow for the month was faverable to plan by 58,786

Year-to-date
*  Contributions of $432 827 are unfaverable to plan by $11,089 {98% of Plan).
*  Total Operating Revenue of $549 965 is unfaverable to plan by 39,847 (98% of Plan).
*  Total Operating Expense of $560m 136 is flar to plan with a variance of $533 (100% of Plan).

Respectiully submitted by the DOC Finance Comminee: Randy Luikart (Chair) and Mark Miller

Var. to Plan % of Plan Var.to Plan % of Plan Annual % of Budget
Budget
Contributions - Pledged § 35224 |§ 3747 % 3,477 111% $ 341414 $ 348217 §  (7,803) 98% $ 380,960 0%
Contributions - Pladged Priar ¥, H 5 - % H - & ] 5
Contributions - Not Pledged 5 8,292 | 5 7,469 |5 B23 111% 5 49941 § 82159 5 (32218 61% 5 89,632 56%
Canitributions - Prepald & All Other 5 4,674 | 5 1,140 |5 3,534 A10% 5 41472 $ 12540 5 28932 331% 5 13681 303%
Sub-total Revenue - Contributions 5 48,190 5 40,356 5 7834 119% 5 432827 5 4436 5 (11,089) S8% 5 484173 BI%
Dther Revenue $ 11,745 | § 10536 % 1,208 111% § 117,138 $ 115896 5 1,242 101% $ 125,423 93%
Total Dperating Revenue § 59935 5 50,892 5 9,043 118% 5 549965 5 559,812 § (9,847} 98% § 610,696 0%
Met Cash Flow from Current  Current Plan Var.toPlan % of Plan ¥YTD Actual YTDPlan Var.to Plan % of Plan Annual % Expended
Operations Actual Budget
Tatal Operating Revenue § 59935 § 50,892 % 9,043 118% 4§ 540965 § 550,812 5 [9,847) 98% § 610,696 0%
Total Operating Expense § 51,130 §  S0ET3 % (257) 101% 4 560136 $ 559,603 § (533 100% § 610,496 9%
et Cash Flow faw. [/ junfaw,) $ 8806 § 18 § &786 $  l10171) $ 08 5 (10,380) $ 200

Did you update your pledge for 2026? If you made
any changes to your pledge for 2026 and use VAN-
CO, please remember to log in and update your ac-
count at the QR Code to the right. If you would like

! to learn more about using VANCO, you can also
click the link and create an account. It’s a great way
to set up your giving and can be customized to be

YEARLY VANCO UPDATES

= withdrawn to your liking (weekly, monthly, etc.).



https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZCF8/home
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Choir Practice is at 7pm on Sundays in the Sanctuary.
Handbell Practices are on preschedule scheduled Sundays at 5:30

pm in the Sanctuary.

Indian Dancers—GW Room Tues. 5:30—9:30 PM

1

Mon-Sat, 7 AM (KN)
Mon. Step Class, 6 PM (KN)
Tues, 10AM; 1 PM (KN)
Thurs, 1 PM (KN)

Fri., 6:30 PM (KN)

Fri., 7:30 PM (GW)




1 Megan Graves 14 Vincent Forster
Karin Hoyt Tim Hirschfeld
Teresa Menges 18 Leslie Kern
Jake Reed Becky Sunday
Vera Rizzo 19 Olivia Dudash

2 Amy Nichols William Easterday

3 Arianna Price Suzanne Feasel

4 Amy Daniels Tim Haid
Connie Montgomery 20 Mike Perkins

6 Madison Hall 22 Randy Luikart

7 Justin Ward Pierce Malinowski

8 Angela Hiller 24 Anna Hodge
Marty Tussing 25 Alice Coburn

9 Matt Hoyt Hilary Loustauna

10 Jaret Bowzer 26 Isabel Kuck

Ethan Leary
Evelyn Wirchainski

Becky Carlson
Michelle Feasel

Erin Lewis 28 Sheila Ebersole
Blake Russell Amy Green
Gregg Simpson Ashley Lawrence

11 Kay Albright 29 Kelton Glover
Molly Coburn Sam Montgomery
Ryan Crawford 30 Adam Hiller

Jessa Haynes Terry Moore

Andrew Patterson
12 Judy Hoover

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Let's

ELEBRATE

Why not recognize that special person
or couple with a gift to honor their
legacy? A gift to Dublin Community
Church Foundation (DCCF) to
celebrate a special birthday or
congratulate friends or parents on
their anniversary is the perfect way to
give a gift that will keep on giving!
Simply write a check payable to the
DCCF, add “celebration gift” in the
memo line, and drop it in the
collection plate.

YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE FOR 2026!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE FUN EVENTS!

We are back to having regular Youth Group meetings and
activities. Youth who are in grades 6 through 12, and their friends
are invited to attend. We will provide snacks, or a dessert so please
eat dinner and then come for the meeting/activity from 6:00 PM to
7:30 PM in the Youth Room.

Here is the schedule for meetings/activities:
01-25-Meeting-Trivia Night

02-22-Bowling

03-29-Meeting-Plans to be

determined

04-26-Escape Room Activity

05-17-End of Year Party-Bring a Dessert to Share-Games

If you would like to be added to the Youth Group email list, please
send an email to DCCNPYG@yahoo.com.

MINISTERS/CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS: T

Rev. Bowersock’s normal
day off is Thursday.

fp
Rev. Sunday’s normal &

day off is Monday.

2t

Church Office Hours:
9a.m. -4 p.m. Monday -
Thursday.

9a.m. -3 p.m. Friday.

Laura’s days off are Saturday and Sunday.

Want to receive DCC
information?

Send your request to:
dublinuccoffice@gmail.com

You will receive The Messenger and
important DCC announcements.
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“"We are proudly and officially an Open and
Affirming Congregation.”

L"’é‘e\ The 113" Annual Meeting of the Dublin Community Church-United
< > 2 Church of Christ will be held Sunday, January 25, 2026. Look for re-
@ € mindersin January. The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to receive the
&  annualreports of the staff, church officers and committees, approve
U & the budget for the year 2026 and vote upon the report of the Nominating
Committee.

WORD begins new session in January

WORD (Women of Religious Diversity) will begin a new book in January, 2026! We will begin our study
of Freeing Jesus, by Diana Butler Bass. We will zoom every Thursday evening beginning January 8th, 7-8:30
p.m. and meet in person every Friday morning, 9:15-11:15 a.m., beginning January 9th.

Each group will be on the same schedule of readings so you can be in any or both groups week to week. The
books are available in the church office, $15.00, cash or check payable to Dublin Community Church, with
WORD in the memo line. Please contact Barb Anderson, andersonfamily2214@gmail.com for more info. or
to be added to the email list of WORD participants!

We hope you can join this wonderful group!



