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There’s No Place Like Home 

 As we enter the Advent season and once 

again prepare our hearts to welcome the Christ Child, 

it’s hard to believe that four years ago we were all 

“sheltering in place” due to the Covid pandemic, and 

unable to be physically together for the Advent and 

Christmas services. Those were trying times, obviously, 

on many levels. Here at DCC the staff were tasked with maintaining con-

nections as best we could, and that included providing opportunities to 

worship virtually. As we did not yet have the capacity to livestream, we 

were very much “learning as we went” when it came to finding ways to stay 

connected as a community of faith. 

Prior to Covid, the pews here at DCC on Christmas Eve were always 

completely packed for all three of our services. What a complete joy to be 

gathered together for these very sacred and celebratory times.   

And then, Covid hit. 

Christmas of 2020 we were not able to be physically together. The 

staff put together virtual services complete with a message, music, and 

scripture, and made it accessible online.  

But coming back, then, from Covid, over the last four years, has been 

a long, slow process. The good news is, we are now able to livestream and 

record our Sunday morning worship services so that they are available on 

YouTube. This has been tremendously helpful as it has allowed those who 

are not physically able to join us on Sunday morning the opportunity to still 

feel a part of worship.  

What we have found, however, now that livestreaming is readily 

available, is that although our attendance numbers are back up to pre-

Covid levels if you combine in-person attendance with online views, the 

number of people in the pews on any given Sunday is fewer because of the 

opportunity to worship from home. I realize, again, that for some people, 

virtual worship is their only option, and we honor and support that. But if you 

are able to be in worship in person, there is a sense of community present 

that unfortunately does not translate to virtual worship. I have had many 

people tell me that DCC feels like “home” to them, and there is little that 

warms my heart more than that. 

And so, I invite you to come “home” this Christmas if you are able. I 

look forward to seeing you in the pews in the coming weeks, as well as on 

Christmas Eve. 

After all…there’s no place like home.     

  Shalom, Rev. Lisa Bowersock  
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SECOND MILE: 
CHOICES 
 
Choices is a service in the cen-

tral Ohio area providing tem-

porary shelter to victims of do-

mestic violence who have no safe place to go. In 

addition, they provide a wide range of services 

such as counseling, support groups, and legal 

and community advocates to help victims over-

come domestic violence.  

 

 

Please consider giving through the second mile 

envelopes in the Sanctuary or Scan the QR code 

below to give directly 

through VANCO. 

COMMITTEE NOTES 

 

Want to receive DCC information?   
 

Send your request to: dublinuccoffice@gmail.com 

 

You will receive The Messenger and important DCC an-

nouncements.  

Prayer Chain 
 

Our Prayer Chain offers com-

fort and support in a thought-

ful, confidential, manner. If you 

know of someone's need for 

prayers, contact our Prayer 

Chain through Karen Harget 

(karenharget@yahoo.com or 

614-891-8303). 

Creativity Circle 
 

Creativity Circle is a group of 

women who gather twice a 

month for the sole purpose of 

creating knit, crochet, and 

machine sewn items that are 

in turn donated to a variety of 

charities in the Columbus ar-

ea.  Knit and/or crochet blan-

kets are donated to the Van 

Buren homeless center and/

or the YWCA Family Center.  Fleece blankets 

are hemmed and given to Star House, and a 

variety of baby items (blankets, hats, bibs, 

burp cloths) are taken to Gifts for Angels (a 

charity that provides baby items to mothers 

with little or no means)  Both groups meet in 

the parlor on the second Sunday of the 

month from 3-5 p.m.  and the last Wednesday 

of the month from 1-3 p.m.  For more infor-

mation, please contact Cindy Bitter at cbit-

ter77@yahoo.com  

Our DCC-UCC Staff is Here for You 
 

 

Lisa Bowersock, Senior Minister:   lisaabowersock@gmail.com 

Becky Sunday, Associate Minister:   revbeckysunday@gmail.com 

Jill DeiCas-Nehls, C.E. Director:   jcd.dcc.ucc2014@gmail.com 

Nancy Luikart, Music Director:    nluikart@icloud.com 

Laura Zuber, Church Office Administrator:  dublinuccoffice@gmail.com 

Gregg Dudash, Youth Leader:   dccnpyg@yahoo.com 

Jena Biegler, Mid-High Youth Leader:   jenabiegler@yahoo.com  

Bianca DeMaria, Organist/Accompanist:  bvm.demaria@gmail.com 

Barb Anderson, Interfaith Outreach Facilitator: andersonfamily2214@gmail.com 

mailto:cbitter77@yahoo.com
mailto:cbitter77@yahoo.com
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A Special Gift 
 

Did you know there is a gift under the Christmas tree with your name on it? 

Sometimes it is difficult to see. But it’s there. If you look closely you will see 

that the tag is carefully marked: to YOU, from God. But then you get busy. 

After all, there are trees to assemble and parties to plan. There are potlucks 

to attend, porches to decorate, and cookies to bake. Not only do you need 

to get all of your last minute shopping done, but all those presents have to be wrapped as well. 

The house needs to be made ready for company. The list goes on and on… And the gift under 

the tree waits. 
 

Somewhere in the midst of the hustle and bustle, Christmas itself comes…and goes. And too of-

ten we forget about that gift—the one from God. Or when we go to open it, the box looks emp-

ty. 
 

The holy seasons of Advent and Christmas are times to focus on our relationship with God. These 

holy days are meant for us to make room in our hearts for Christ to find a home. We remember 

that on that first Christmas so long ago, Mary and Joseph struggled to find a place for Jesus to 

be brought into the world. That struggle is still alive today. Sometimes we get caught up in the 

trappings of the holidays and forget to make room for Christ to live among us. Sometimes we 

are hit so hard by the realities of life—our personal struggles or the pain and injustice in the world 

around us—that it seems impossible to create space for hope, peace, joy, and love. 
 

In many ways our relationship with God through Christ Jesus is like all our other relationships—in 

order for it to be a healthy relationship both parties have to do their part. We know that God is 

faithful, but what about us? Perhaps that special gift under the tree looks empty because we 

forget that we have to put something in the box in order to get something out. 
 

It may sound cliché, but I believe that all God ever wants for Christmas is you, just as you are. So 

give God your prayers, your fears, your love, your pain, your trust, your doubts, your service, your 

wonder, yourself. And then, when you open the gift, know that the hope, peace, joy and love 

are meant for you to take—some for yourself, and some to share with the world that so desper-

ately needs them.  
 

Wishing you all a blessed Advent and a very merry Christmas, 
 

-Rev. Becky 
 
 

Celebration for Jill DeiCas-Nehls  

We will be celebrating the retirement of our Christian Ed. Director, Jill 

DeiCas-Nehls on Sunday, December 15th during coffee hour imme-

diately following the children’s Christmas Pageant! We hope you can 

join us in thanking her for her many years of dedication to the chil-

dren’s program here at Dublin Community Church. 

BECKY ’S MESSAGE  
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November Moderator Moment 
 
A few updates from the Nov. council meeting.  
 

Great news, the stewardship team has reached the 2025 pledge 

goal!!  Thank you all for your commitments to DCC-UCC; this would 

not have been possible without your support and response to the 

request to complete your annual pledge.   

 

Sometimes, pledge cards are lost.  There are many reasons this can 

occur such as lost in the mail, misplaced during offering collection, etc.  This time of year, es-

pecially with poinsettias sign ups, pledging, 2nd mile, attendance sheets, etc.  there are 

many opportunities for these to be misplaced.  If a stewardship member has reached out to 

you after you have submitted a pledge, please understand they are doing their due dili-

gence, and kindly let them know you have already pledged.  We do try to minimize this from 

happening, but we are all human and mistakes can happen.  

 

The Chapel renovation is nearing completion while the Kennedy Corridor refresh project will 

start Dec. 19.   

 

For anyone who has supported coffee hour over the last year, thank you so much for creat-

ing this special fellowship time.  Please be on the lookout for the 2025 sign up, it will be availa-

ble in the Narthex in the coming weeks.  

 

Finally, if you are looking for an opportunity to get into the Christmas spirit, the Christmas Car-

oling event will be Dec. 1 between 3-5 

 
 

These are only a few highlights of the fantastic work all of our committees are doing to make this 

a great place to “be”. 
 

Thank you for your time!  

-Jacob Coburn 
 

 
Rummage Update: 

We are excited to announce the October Rummage Sale brought in $18,646.83! This could not 

have been possible without our wonderful volunteers who help with set up, lunches, sorting, tear 

down and the sale day.  We have volunteers that also sell things online for us.   We also thank 

everyone who donated items to the sale.  This money helps our church’s wider missions through 

the UCC and our youth programming for their mission work here in Central Ohio and in other 

states.  

MODERATOR MOMENT  
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Be sure to add Dublin Community Church to Your Holiday 
Charity Gift List! 

Many of us get multiple requests to donate to non-profits during the months of November and 

December.  The trustees of the Dublin Community Church Foundation (DCCF) hope you will 

prayerfully consider giving a gift to OUR FOUNDATION before the 2024-year ends.  Your dona-

tions help to increase the number and size of grants we are able to award annually.  Gifts to the 

Foundation can be made in a variety of ways.  You can make cash/credit card gifts (credit 

card payments go through The Columbus Foundation), make gifts by using your RMDs (Required 

Minimum Distributions), and by designating the DCCF as a life insurance beneficiary, to name a 

few.  Please consider adding the DCC Foundation to your holiday list! Added bonus: A Founda-

tion gift needs no gift-wrapping!  (Of course, if you miss the December 31st “deadline,” we would 

be thrilled to have you make a New Year’s gift.)                    

Be sure to indicate that your gift is to go to the 

 DCC FOUNDATION. 

                       Happy Holidays!                               

The DCC Foundation Trustees 

 

 
 
DCC VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN JANUARY AT DFP  
 
There is an opportunity to volunteer on Thursdays at the Dublin Food 

Pantry during the month of January.  Several other churches have tak-

en other months, and The Pantry is very grateful! 

 

We would need 4 volunteers per Thursday morning ( 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 

and 1/30), the shift would be 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  You can sign up for one or 

more Thursdays that you would like to work.  You might be serving cli-

ents in the aisles, replenishing stock, or working in the kitchen, doing 

whatever is needed most that day.  There is no need for detailed training ahead of time, there 

will be experienced volunteers there with you to answer any questions.  We will provide you with 

a Food Pantry t-shirt to wear and a name tag as well.  We will have sign ups in the narthex in De-

cember, but you can also email Barb Anderson at andersonfamily2214@gmail.com 

 

 

DCCF and DFP  

mailto:andersonfamily2214@gmail.com
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Giving Tree 2024 
  
We will again have our Giving Tree in the Narthex for advent where we will collect items to ben-

efit Star House and Choices/Faith Mission. Supporting these organizations through Second Mile in 

November and December is one way to help those in need. Providing items from their wish list is 

also of great help. Many Creativity Circle members and others have been making hats and 

scarves. Shopping lists will be available in the Narthex, on the Giving Tree and below. 

We thank you for your support! 

 
 
 

GIVING TREE 2024/ANNUAL MEETING  

ANNUAL MEETING.  

The 112th Annual Meeting of the Dublin Commu-

nity Church-United Church of Christ will be held 

Sunday, January 26, 2025.  Look for reminders in 

January. The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to 

receive the annual reports of the staff, church of-

ficers and committees, approve the budget for 

the year 2025 and vote upon the report of the 

Nominating Committee.  

The Worship Committee is still looking for one 

more member to fill a committee spot. Please let 

Laura Zuber know if you would like more infor-

mation about Worship Committee. 

Accepted Star House Donations  include: 

 

New and gently used men and  

 women’s clothing (for ages 14-24) 

Brand new underwear, bras and socks 

Blankets 

Sleeping bags 

Backpacks, drawstring bags and  

 reusable grocery bags 

Travel bags and luggage 

Winter coats 

Waterproof gloves, scarves and brand 

new winter hats 

Brand new hygiene items  

New hairbrushes, hair ties and combs 

Feminine hygiene products 

Flashlights 

Umbrellas and rain ponchos 

Reusable water bottles 

Accepted Choices Donations include:  

 

New or gently-used women’s coats—plus sizes 

only (we have an excess of smaller sizes) 

 

New women’s sweatpants—size large and up 

 

New boys’ pants—sizes 10-20 

 

Textured/African American hair products (i.e. the 

Cantu brand) 

 

Gender-neutral body lotion (full-sized products) 

Diapers sizes 3-6 

 

* please note that they have a surplus of other 

items at this time, so these are the only items they 

can take at this time. 
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Dublin Community Church Financial Summary – through October 31, 2024 
 

 

Financial Update:  Thank you for your generosity and ongoing support of the Dublin Community Church! 

 
For the Month 

Contributions totaling $31,719 were unfavorable to plan by $5,192 or 86% of plan. 

Total Operating Revenue totaling $40,861 were unfavorable to plan by $ 7,346 or 85% of plan. 

Total Operating Expenses totaling $46,890 were unfavorable to plan by $33,753 or 58% of plan. 

Net cash flow for the month was unfavorable to plan by total expenses exceeding total operating rev-

enue by $5,946. 

 
Year-to-date 

• Contributions of $344,772 was unfavorable to plan by $24,338 or 93% of plan 

• Total Operating Revenue of $679,710 was favorable to plan by $197,640 or 141% of plan 
Total Operating Revenue includes a transfer of $252,241 from the capital reserve for renovation 

of the Goodwill room 

• Total Operating Expense of $ 1,059,108 was unfavorable to plan by $252,668 or 131% of plan due to 

costs for renovations and final payment of mortgage 
Total Operating Expenses included a payment to pay off the mortgage of $188,464 as a trans-

fer from capital reserves. 

Respectfully submitted by the DCC Finance Committee: Brenda Rizzo (Chair); Stefan Niewiesk; and Randy Evans  

 
 

Pledge questions:  As we approach the end of the year, members may have ques-

tions about their pledges based on their giving statements.  Our bookkeeper, Chris-

tine, handles the financials and tracks giving in Church Windows software for our 

church. If you have questions about your pledges, please contact Christine via 

email at: christinerees0117@gmail.com. 

Finance Committee Report 
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DEEP GRIHA—Q3 Update 
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DEEP GRIHA Q3 Update continued  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

•Worship 10AM 

•Pageant   

•Rehearsal 

•Confirm. 3-5 

•Caroling 3-6 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

•Grief Group 

7PM 

3 

•Newsletter Day 

 

•GW Room—

Preschool Cook-

ies with Santa 

3:30—7:30 

4 

 

•MORE, 6:15 AM 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

•ECSB—GW 

7PM 

•WORD PM 

6 

 

•Family Event 

Set up—pm 

lower level 

•WORD AM 
 

7 

•Family Event 

8-2 downstairs 

 

•B. Rizzo photos 

Narthex 2pm 
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•Worship 10 AM 

•Costume Fittings/

Pageant Practice 

•Kiwanis 1-4:30 

•3-5 Confirmation 

•Creativity Circle. 

•Piano Recital 

2pmSanct./

Narthex 

•Blue Christmas 

5pm—Chapel 

9 
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•DCCF Zoom 7pm 

 

•Red Cross—GW 

pm 

11 

 

•MORE, 6:15 AM 

 

 

 

 

12 

•10-12 AM 

Embroiderers 

 

WORD PM 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

• WORD AM 

•Excellence 

Group 12-3PM 

14 

•Pageant  

Rehearsal 

10am 

Sanctuary 

15 

•Worship 10 AM 

Pageant 

 

•Jill’s Retirement 

Coffee Hour 

•Youth Group 

5:30—7:30 PM 

 

 

16 

 

Work  begins 

on Kennedy 

Room Project 

through the 

month of  

February. 
 

17 
 

•Church Coun-

cil 7PM 

•Messenger  

Articles Due 

 
 

 

18 

•MORE, 6:15 

AM 

 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

20 
 

 

21 

• SMMF 

8—9:30 AM 

 

 

 

22 
 

•Worship 10 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

24 
Christmas Eve 

Services 

•4:30 pm Chil-

dren’s Service 

•8:30 pm Tradition-

al Service 

•11:00 Chapel 

Service. 
•Red Cross—GW 

9am—2pm 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

 
 

28 
 

 

 

29 

 

•Worship 10 AM 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

31 

•Red Cross 9-2—

GW 

 

    

 

 

      

AA Meetings 
Mon-Sat, 7 AM (KS) 

Mon, 6:30 PM (KS) 

Tues, 10AM; 1 PM (KS) 

Thurs, 1 PM (KS) 

Fri., 6:30 PM (KS) 

Fri., 7:30 PM  (GW) 

Boy Scouts Wednesdays  

7 PM— Goodwill Room 
Red Cross Blood Drives 

* 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the Goodwill Room 

Indian Dancers—Kennedy 

North: Tues. 5:30—9:30 PM  

 

DECEMBER 

Choir Practice is at 7pm on Sundays in the Sanctuary. 

Handbell Practices are on preschedule scheduled Sundays at 5:30 pm 

in the Sanctuary. 

Pageant 

set up 6-9 

PM 

DCC Offices Closed  

Laura on vacation  

12/25—1/3 

Lisa on vacation  

12/25—1/2 DCC Offices Closed  
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1  Anastasia Gray  

 Emily Weakley  

3  Randy Evans  

4  Caitlin Menges  

5  Corwyn Schmidt  

6  Susan Carroll  

 Lauren Ruddy  

7  Quinn Miller  

 Lee North  

 Fran Shonkwiler  

8  Graham Mallott  

 Pierce McCullough  

9  Chris Easterday  

 Chloe Goodman  

10  Mollie Anderson  

 Joel Campbell  

 Annabel Hoyt   

11  Patty Graves  

 Justin Grosso  

 Marilyn Termeer  

12  Elise Ebersole  

 Brendan Miller  

 

13  Mary Kate Patterson  

14  Candace Kennedy  

15  Jack Carlson  

 Julie Homon  

16 Ryan Anderson  

 Ryan Shannon  

 Kent Weakley  

 Jack Weber  

17  Mary Kalix  

18  Elise Bryant  

 Christina Clayton  

 Gregg Dudash  

 Mallory Montgomery 

 Jean Philemond  

19  Judy Kuck  

20  Kyle Ruddy  

 Bobbie Termeer  

21  Rod Mishler  

22  Clint Bowersock  

23  Stephanie Reed  

24  Dianne O’Brien  

 Jodie Hall-Schmidt  

25  Christian Kalix  

 Lucas McGuire  

26  John Orr  

27  Breanne Rizzo-Antonsen  

30  Lydia Hoyt  

31  Kristoffer Gimenez  

. 

V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  
W W W . D U B L I N C O M M U N I T Y C H U R C H .

O R G  

MINISTERS/CHURCH  
OFFICE HOURS:  
 

Rev. Bowersock’s normal day off is 

Thursday.   

 

Rev. Sunday’s normal day off is Mon-

day. 

 

Church Office Hours: 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday - Thursday.   

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Friday. 

 

Laura’s days off are 

Saturday and Sunday. 

Please leave her a 

note in the notepad 

on her desk on Sun-

days and she’ll get 

back with you during 

office hours. 

Time to Celebrate 
 
Why not recognize that special 

person or couple with a gift to 

honor their legacy? A gift to 

Dublin Community Church Foun-

dation (DCCF) to celebrate a 

special birthday or congratulate 

friends or parents on their anni-

versary is the perfect way to give 

a gift that will keep on giving! 

Simply write a check payable to 

the DCCF, add “celebration gift” 

in the memo line, and drop it in 

the collection plate.  
 

YOUTH GROUP MEEETING: We will be having our Annual Youth Group 

Christmas Party Meeting. This is open to all youth in grades 6 through 

12.  

 

When: Sunday, December 15, 2024 

Time: 5:30 to 7:30 

 

Dinner will be served and we will play Christmas games and music. 

Please bring a new ($10.00 and under) or gently used item from 

home for our White Elephant gift exchange. 

 

Please bring your friends to this get together. We will also, have time 

for those youth that do not have a block picked out in the youth 

room they can decorate one. 

 

Thanks and please let me know if your son/daughter and any friends 

are coming. I would like to let the Sugar's know how many to prepare 

for. If you come last minute we will definitely have enough (we al-

ways do). 

Thanks and Peace Be With You! 

- Gregg 
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